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colleges and universities of the United States, such as was 
brought about in Penn College this morning. I read 
from the above mentioned copy of the Advocate parts of 
the address of the President of the Congress and interlaced 
some remarks of my own. The students all seemed to 
be thoroughly waked up to the matter and when I called 
upon them to raise their hands as a sign of adhesion, all 
responded. Yours repectfully, 

F. C. L. Van Steenderen. 



Oskaloosa, Iowa, Dec. 12, 1892. 
To The American Peace Societt, Boston, Mass. : 

The students and faculty of Penn College, in their 
chapel session of Dec. 12, 1892, unanimously desire to 
send to the American Peace Society a vote of heartfelt 
adhesion to the cause of " Peace on earth." 

It is their earnest hope that this cause may soon be 
cherished by our whole nation as well as by all other 
nations, and that the realization of its principles is near 
at hand. 

Please accept this vote as a tribute of sympathy and 
respect to the efforts put forth by the different Peace 
Societies in general and the American Peace Society in 
particular. 

For the students and faculty of Penn College. 

A. Rosenberger, 

President Penn College. 



Wapamieka, Ind. Ter., Dec. 17, 1892. 

Dear Sir and Brother : 

After several weeks of absence from home in my ex- 
tensive mission work I find in one of my Church papers, 
The Central Presbyterian, of Richmond, Va., your article 
concerning Peace Sunday. I had not seen it before. But 
for years I have felt a deep interest in everything that 
would aid in settling international difficulties by peaceful 
methods. Surely at this day " Wars should cease," and 
Christians in all lands ought to seek to settle and have 
their governments settle all disputes according to the 
Golden Rule— :>e spirit of the Gospel — which is peace, 
good-will to mou. I purpose hereafter to observe Peace 
Sunday. Yours in Christ, 

Rev. J. J. Read. 
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has to give its decision in the face of the world after open 
discussion, is more likely to secure it than contending 
armies. 

To advance justice rather than war, disrespectful lan- 
guage of other nations should be avoided, and we should 
try to understand their feelings, difficulties and tempta- 
tions : the nations should not, in the language of Penn's 
treaty with the Indians, believe evil reports of one another. 
The enforcement of such duties becomes more important 
as popular power increases ; and at the same time the in- 
crease of popular power brings fresh hope. Nations are 
not only generous, but also in great crises they respond to 
the claim of justice if the facts are set out clearly. I can 
never forget the attitude of the masses of Englishmen dur- 
ing the suspense in the affair of the Trent ; and when it 
was decided, every one, then, must have thanked God 



that He had still kept the heart of the people whole, in 
simple devotion to right. The position of England among 
the nations imposes upon us a peculiar responsibility in 
regard to the problem of Peace. Our national freedom, 
gained through an uninterrupted period of self-develop- 
ment, demands some corresponding service. Our immu- 
nity from the ambitions of Continental Powers enables us 
to judge fairly, and (is it too much to hope?) to plead 
effectually. The greatness of a nation is measured not 
by its material triumphs, but by the fulfilment of its office 
for humanity. The office of England is, if I interpret our 
history rightly, the harmonizing of classes and of peoples. 
The result will be secured slowly. I think the Clergy will 
do well, if on some stated day — may I name the Sunday 
before Christmas ? — they combine to turn the thoughts of 
the people to this largest earthly hope of Peace and good- 
will, and lead them to offer to Him, with one heart and 
soul and voice, the familiar supplication that He would 
be pleased to "give to all nations unity, peace and con- 
cord." The brotherhood of man, of classes, of nations : 
humanity fitly framed together by the ministry of every 
part, for the realization and enjoyment of one harmonious 
life : the prevailing power of devotion to a common cause : 
do the phrases seem visionary and impractical? If I am 
a Christian, I must hold that God wills for men the high- 
est which we can imagine. At present we are beginning 
to recognize the influence of great ideals. These are, in 
a true sense, prophecies. The Christian ideal is unique 
in scope and power. It provides for developing and 
harmonizing all the elements of life and all life. It offers 
to us the highest which we can conceive for man in his 
whole nature, and for man in the widest range. It cor- 
responds with our loftiest hopes. 



AMONG THE PAPERS. 



BISMARCK ON BLOATED ARMAMENTS. 

Since the dismissal of Prince Bismarck from the Ger- 
man Premiership, he has repeatedly indulged in very 
outspoken criticisms upon the policy adopted by his suc- 
cessor, M. Caprivi, and his master the young Emperor. 
One of the recent comments elicited from the ex-Chan- 
cellor related to the new German Military Bill for in- 
creasing the army and its cost. 

As if the hitherto existing peace army of 485,000 men 
was not a sufficient burden for Germany, it is wished by 
the Government to raise nearly an additional hundred 
thousand soldiers, making a total of 575,000 for the 
" peace effective," because the Russian peace effective is 
987,000, and that of France is 519,000. The total war 
strength will then be 4,550,000 for Russia, 4,050,000 for 
France, and 4,400,000 for Germany. This new propo- 
sal, on the part of Germany, will call upon every able- 
bodied man in the Empire to undergo at least two years' 
military training, and to hold himself liable to be re-called 
to the army at any time for twenty-four years afterwards. 
Germany has, in little more than twenty years, expended 
six hundred million pounds sterling upon her army, or 
about thirty millions annually. And it is intended to in- 
crease this enormous outlay by an additional yearly impost 
of three and a quarter million pounds. 

Even Prince Bismarck, who has done so much to pro- 
mote the extension of the Germau military system, now 
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stands aghast at its enormous demands. And he declares 
plainly that it is not only excessive but needless. 

Speaking lately to Dr. Hans Blum, the leader of the 
Saxon National Liberals, M. Bismarck said : "Why grant 
this enormous peace strength ? Who will be the conqueror 
in the war of the future ? He who can win the first two 
or three battles ; and those battles will no more be fought 
by millions of armed men than they have hitherto been, 
but by some two or three hundred thousand men at most. 
Large masses cannot be directed by a single general, not 
even with the help of a balloon. The chief things, as 
hitherto, will be good leadership and superior tactics, and 
for these an enormous increase in the army affords no kind 
of guarantee. Count Capri vi himself spoke, not so long 
ago, with conviction against ' the rage for numbers.' 
Why is he, all of a sudden, converted to a belief in numbers, 
and mere numbers? " 

Prince Bismarck then expressed his belief that there is 
little danger of war in Europe for the present. He said : 
" France is incomparably more peaceful than she was in 
1888. The great and universal and sincere desire of the 
French people is for peace." And as to Russia, he added : 
"Who wants war in Russia? Not the Czar. He is a 
cautious gentleman, who asks for nothing beyond peace 
and quiet at home, so long as he can get it. The vast 
majority of the Russian people do not want war. The 
only warlike elements in Russia are the Press, the Poles 
and the Jews." 

Bismarck has been a man of war from his youth, and 
therefore when he denounces the excessive armaments as 
a blunder, even from the military and economical point 
of view, such an utterance ought to obtain serious 
consideration from the rulers of nations and their sub- 
jects. And Bismarck, too, was for many years the 
intimate friend and confidant of the late Count Moltke, 
the most able authority in the world upon questions 
relating to war. Hence it may be not unreasonably 
inferred that in his condemnation of the folly of the 
continual increase of already vast armaments Prince 
Bismarck was uttering an opinion which even Moltke 
would also support. 

The craze for these enormous armaments and for huge 
engines of destruction has been extending at a rapid 
rate all over Europe. Poor Italy has almost been 
reduced to bankruptcy by her expenditure on gigantic 
iron-clads. France has kept on piling up her expenses 
for armaments to such an extent that she has spent 
seven hundred and twenty million pounds upon her army 
and her fortifications (and not including her costly navy) 
in twenty-one years. This exceeds the amount of the 
British National Debt! Austria, also, is reeling under 
her military burdens, and meanwhile Vienna has to deal 
with a great crowd of forty thousand men out of employ- 
ment. Saxony is feeling the burden of armaments so 
deeply that the taxpayers throughout the country have 
been raising their voices against the German Army Bill. 

And England has been taking some costly lessons in 
the unwisdom of her enormous ships of war. Several of 
them have foundered or stranded. One of them, the 
" Howe," was wrecked on the Spanish coast, after cost- 
ing the taxpayers at home more than seven hundred and 
fifty thousands pounds. She carried two of the enor- 
mous guns upon which, also, large sums have been 
wasted. ,& It is some satisfaction to learn that several 
eminent naval authorities, including Lord Brassey and 



others, have lately recommended that the maximum size 
of battle-ships shall be reduced from fourteen thousand 
to ten thousand tons. The absurdly exravagant one 
hundred and ten ton guns have been abandoned, and it 
is now stated that the sixty-seven ton guns are also to 
be given up, and thus the maximum gun of the future 
shall be fifty tons. 

These changes, taken in connection with Prince 
Bismarck's condemnation of excessive armaments, point 
at least in the right direction. Let us hope that they 
indicate the commencement of an influential movement 
in favor of gradual but effective Disarmament. — Herald 
of Peace. 



HERR LIEBKNECHT ON EUROPEAN ARMA- 
MENTS. 

Herr Liebknecht, the German Socialist leader, re- 
marked to an interviewer last month that he did not be- 
lieve in war, but if war should break out, the country that 
assumed the responsibility of attacking would, in his 
opinion, get the worst of it. He said: — "I believe 
peace to be assured for a long time to come, and I be- 
lieve so, because a European war would be something too 
horrible, too dangerous, too appalling, by reason of the 
millions of men who would take part in it. Still, it is 
clear that the armaments which France and Germany are 
keeping up cannot be kept up forever, and there must be 
a solution some day. What I believe is, that whoever 
attacks, that people will be beaten and utterly lost. The 
armies that will be arrayed against each other are too 
vast to be annihilated ; you cannot kill millions of men. 
To avoid bankruptcy and revolution some arrangement 
must be devised for a general disarmament. For my part 
I believe that the present system of armaments between 
France and Germany must lead to misery, famine, and a 
giant political and social catastrophe." — Herald of Peace. 



THE PEACE CONGRESS AND THE CABLE RE- 
PORTS ABOUT ITS DELIBERATIONS. 

Editor of the News: Since nry return from Europe and 
the Berne Peace Congress my attention has been called 
to a number of imperfect and perverted representations 
in the American papers of the acts of the Congress. 
These, doubtless, resulted in large part from the meagre- 
ness of the cable dispatches, but they are none the less 
unfortunate and harmful. In an issue of the Daily News 
about the time the Congress closed I find the following : 

" In the International Peace Congress to-day, Signor 
Emmettant, an Italian delegate, moved that in view of the 
fact that the Congress had voted to hold its next ses- 
sion in America (at Chicago, in 1893), the Government 
at Washington be petitioned to adopt measures to give 
better protection to foreigners residing within its juris- 
diction. 

" Signor Emmettant proceeded to give his views upon 
the New Orleans massacre of Italians, and the failure of 
the United States Government to punish any one for par- 
ticipating in that affair. After some discussion of the 
legal aspects of the controversy, the motion was carried." 

Now, nothing could be more misleading than this. The 
Italian gentleman mentioned here was Mazzoleni and not 
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Emmettant, no person of the latter name being at the 
Congress. The resolution which he introduced was in no 
wise connected with the fact that the Congress voted to 
go to Chicago next summer, but had been placed upon 
the programme long before the Congress met at Berne. 
Again, the resolution, though growing out of the New Or- 
leans affair, was not at all in the nature of a petition to 
the United States Government to afford better protection 
to strangers within its borders. Here is the resolution in 
full as it was made by Mr. Mazzoleni and as it passed the 
Congress unanimously : 

"The Congress affirms the necessity of supplying the 
lack which exists in the legislation of a number of States 
(nations) as to the maintenance of the rights guaranteed 
to foreigners by treaties. It expresses its very great sat- 
isfaction with the declarations made on this subject by 
President Harrison in his message to the Congress of the 
United States of America on the 9th of December, 1891. 

" Having learned of the bill of Senator Dolph, it de- 
clares that it desires its adoption by the Congress of the 
United States, that it may become a part, as soon as pos- 
sible, of public law in the supreme interest of interna- 
tional justice and international harmony. The Congress 
charges its bureau to bring this resolution to the attention 
of all the great powers interested, and so communicate it 
officially to the Interparliamentary Conference which is 
soon to meet." 

I have just received the full report of the Berne Con- 
gress and have gone carefully through the speech which 
yignor Mazzoleni made on presenting this resolution. 
There is not a word of disrepect in it toward the United 
States. I am personally well acquainted with Mr. Maz- 
zoleni and know that he cherishes the highest regard for 
our country and our institutions. He is an able lawyer 
of Milan, Italy, and discusses questions in a calm, judi- 
cial way. He is greatly attached to the cause of peace 
and international harmony, and this resolution was intro- 
duced by him purely in the interests of international jus- 
tice and through this of international concord. Hoping 
that you may find a place for this explanation in the col- 
umns of the News, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Benjamin F. Trueblood, 
Secretary of the American Peace Society. 
Boston, Dec. 3. — N. Y. Daily News. 



We are glad for all the various influences that go to 
soften the feelings and natures of men and women, and 
to educate and enlarge pure affection. The various 
societies which have for their object the promotion of 
kindness to dumb animals and the prevention of cruelty 
to children have not only bettered the condition of the 
helpless and unfortunate, but have had reflex influence, 
for good, upon the moral natures of all who have been 
enlisted in this work. They have become kindlier and 
happier. 

There are persons with abnormally vicious and blood- 
thirsty dispositions, as the Jesse Pomeroy of whom so 
much was said a few years ago, but all persons have a 
tendency in the same direction which may be developed 
and intensified by untoward influences. But that ten- 
dency may also be largely overcome by the direction of 
the thought and life to exercises of a beneficent and 



philanthropic nature. And it is an immeasurable bless- 
ing to any one to be so influenced. 

We believe that a time is coming when nations shall 
learn war no more and when its exercise, even defensively, 
will be a lost art and an expired necessity. When that 
time shall come, as measured by years, we cannot tell, 
but we should, in love to God and our fellow-men, do all 
we can to bring about that blessed consummation. In 
the name and in the Spirit of the Prince of Peace let us 
do all in our power to introduce, by means of the gospel 
and Christian education, the coming era of universal 
peace. — Herald and Presbyter. 



PEACE AND WAR FORCES. 

In calling for an appropriation of 11,000,000 for the 
national militia, Secretary of War Elkins observes that 
this sum is only five times greater than was appropriated 
in 1808. 

The United States are about nine times larger in popu- 
lation than in 1808, and many times larger in the extent 
of territory to be covered. So vastly more expensive is 
the machinery of war now thau it then was that the mere 
firing off of a few pieces of modern improved heavy ord- 
nance costs more thau it did to equip the whole forces that 
stood on Bunker Hill. 

Such facts as these will do us more honor at Chicago 
than all the terrible instruments of war that can be exhib- 
ited. It underlies a perpetual guarantee of peace from 
within more potent than Krupp guns, 13-inch dynamite 
rifles and the vast equipments of Europe. 

Our chief honor is that war as a trade is not our 
specialty. — Boston Globe. 



It is announced that Mr. Arnold Morley, M.P., the new 
Postmaster-General, is giving every encouragement to the 
arrangements for the drill of telegraph messengers, which 
are now taking permanent form. The Star (London) 
remarks that there is in this no special source of gratifica- 
tion to Liberals. Last month Mr. Morley lent his patron- 
age to the scheme for militarizing the Postal Service, by 
reviewing the telegraph battalion under the command of 
Major J. P. Macgregor at the Tower. There is no objec- 
tion to drilling the boys in order to give them a smart 
appearance, but to arm them with Martini-Henry carbines, 
and give them military drill in barracks, is detrimental to 
their interests, and demoralizing to the postal service. 
The object of drilling the boys and associating them with 
barrack life is to graduate them as recruits for the army. 
There is a dearth of soldiers, but there is no difficulty in 
getting telegraph messengers. The War Office and the 
Postal Office authorities have, therefore, decided to intro- 
duce the demoralizing military element in the Civil 
Service, and to take away the boys from their duties or 
encroach upon their leisure to train them as soldiers. This 
is the system to which Mr. Morley " is giving every en- 
couragement.'' — Herald of Peace. 



EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 



France has not been so agitated since the days of the 
Franco-German war and the Commune as during the past 
month by the Panama Canal scandal. It reminds one, ex- 



